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As one of the founding fathers of the cinematic movement known as Dogme 95
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(/web/20130915113549/http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dogme 95), which restricts the use of modern  Email Address
technology in filmmaking, Thomas Vinterberg
(/web/20130915113549/http.//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas Vinterberg) has an affinity for thought- SUBSCRIBE

provoking stories that unlike the abstract films of his Dogme comrade Lars Von Trier
(/web/20130915113549/http.//www.rottentomatoes.com/celebrity/lars von_trier) use hyperrealism to
convey profound messages about society. Vinterberg became successful after his feature debut The
Celebration (Festen) gained international acclaim. After a couple English-language
(/web/20130915113549/http.//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English _language) features the audacious
director returns to his truer form with The Hunt (Jagten
(/web/20130915113549/http.//www.thehuntfilm.co.uk/)), a disturbing masterpiece about the
destructive power of an evil lie on a man’s life.

The Danish visionary talked to us about his latest work, which stars Mads Mikkelsen
(/web/20130915113549/http.//www.rottentomatoes.com/celebrity/mads_mikkelsen) as the protagonist,
and about the incredible power of the spoken word in today’s world. Check out our brief, yet
insightful, conversation below.

How has the transition from your days making films in the Dogme 95 style into a more
conventional style of filmmaking influenced your work?

When we did Dogme back in the 90’s we tried to sort of undress movie-making, make it more pure by
putting these rules upon it, then when I had to do this film, which is also about truth and lies, I
thought of doing Dogme again but then I realize it would be like wearing an old dress that has gone
out of fashion. I guess Dogme became this very quickly, therefore, sort of lost its value, and for this
movie we had to sort of find a new way of creating something pure, bare, and truthful. When I did
Festen back then I completed something, I went a road and I couldn’t come further, and I had to
completely redefine myself and start over.

Both The Hunt and The Celebration are films about secrets and lies within a small group of
people, what about these stories interest you so much?

First of all I found it interesting to make an antithesis to of Festen, make the opposite, mirror it. I also
found it was a moral obligation to do so because I found that again the children are the big victims
and are sacrificed, in this case in a different way than in Festen. Can you imagine being a child and
being interrogated, being sent to the gynecologist, seeing your mother cry, seeing your father getting
into fights, or a person you really like being sent to prison? You actually end up believing that this
happened to you, that’s what we called “added memory”.

Those children grow up with the same memories as those who actually experienced child abuse. I
found it disturbing and I felt that it had to be told. Also I found, while reading cases similar to the one
you see in the film, that there was potentially great drama about forgiveness, about love, about
friendship, primarily about friendship, that’s why I made the movie.
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Who would say is to blame for what Mads Mikkelsen’s character, Lucas, has to suffer? Himself?
The community? The little girl? Her parents?

I think no one. I think it’s a weird outside thing, society you could say, faith. I think it’s the
victimization of the kids, that I think its to blame. I think there is saying among us that children
cannot lie, it’s been a comfortable thing for us to think, but that’s not the case; of course children can
lie, it’s a convention. Conventions like that are to be blame. Of course the teacher in the kindergarten,
she does take wrong steps, she is irrational, but who wouldn’t in a case like this. If you really imagine
yourself in a situation where you think this happened to a child close to you, and to think you are
even responsible of not having seen that, then you would start acting irrationally, she is doing the
best she can. So my answer is nobody is to blame in the movie.

Is Lucas truly forgiven by his peers in the film? Or is it just a way for the community to cope with
what has happened?

Well I think some of them do, Klara, she forgives him. I think his friend Theo forgives him, but I think
he’ll always be marked. I think the spoken word can’t ever be taken back. I think if you look at how
life is today, if you look at the media platforms, if you look at Twitter, which is the Internet in general,
the identity of a human being can be changed overnight, one word is all it takes. Let’s just consider
this conversation you and I are having, its for online media, fifteen or twenty years ago it would have
been with a newspaper and after a week it would have been gone. Now, it becomes part of the stories
told about me, its going to be online, and its going to stay online, so the spoken word nowadays
spreads incredibly fast and it’s incredibly important, and that for me is interesting in the context of
what happens in this movie.
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How would you describe your working relationship with such a great actor as Mads Mikkelsen?

He is a great collaborator. He is an enormously devoted and generous actor, he is smart and he is
really, really good. So it was a joyride to work with Mads, it was simply great.

You co-wrote the script for The Hunt, with Tobias Lindholm, whose own film A Hijacking

was this process like?

It was long because we had to find the right way of telling this, and avoid being conventional
storytellers. We tried different to try to avoid courtrooms, avoid police stations, avoid shootouts
among hunters, and refine the story into what it is now, which is a very bare story about human
nature. That of course took a while, but he is great to work with.

hunt/the-hunt-image/)

How do you think the doubt created by the final scene adds to the overall experience of the film?

I think it disturbs people, which I think it’s fine. Hopefully it raises questions like “Who shot?” “What
does that mean?” It changes the film from being a normal, emotional A-to-B story to be something
metaphorical where you actually have to use your head, which will irritate some people. I think in
some ways it was the most truthful we could do, to say “fine they are all forgiving you, but they are
still out there, the word about you, the menace, the mark on you is still there”

There seems to be a great number of amazing Danish films coming out in recent years, how
would you describe the state of Danish cinema
(/lweb/20130915113549/http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cinema_of Denmark) today compared to
when you made The Celebration (Festen)?

When I made Festen it was part of a movement called Dogme as we talked about, Danish film was
very strong at the time, it was strong in a different way because we were all part of the same
community. Today Danish film very strong again, there is a lot of success, a lot of great careers, a lot
of great television, but it’s more spread out, it's more about individual performances, and I think
artistically it’s more middle of the road.

What do you think stories like Lucas’ story in the film, tells us about the way society judges
individuals?

Well I think it tells a story about fear and anxiety. When people feel attacked by something evil, they
become evil themselves, and they need scapegoats and they need to sacrifice people, I think that’s

what it tells us.

You can read Filmophilia’s review for The Hunt here.

18th August 2013

" m 07 Film Review: JOBS

(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/16/film

review-jobs/)
16th August 2013

08 Film Review: The Patience Stone

(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/14/film
review-the-patience-stone/)
14th August 2013

09 Take Five Aug. 13: Check out Glenn
Close as Nova Prime

GUARDIANS

=GALAXY

(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/14/take
five-aug-13-check-out-glenn-close-as-nova-prime/)
14th August 2013

' ™ 10 Film Review: Lee Daniels’ The Butler

(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/11/film
review-lee-daniels-the-butler/)
11th August 2013

11 Film Review: Elysium

(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/10/film

review-elysium/)
10th August 2013

12 Interview: Lake Bell and Demetri
! i Martin on ‘In A World...” and the Sexy-
PR Baby-Vocal-Virus

(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/08/inte
lake-bell-and-demetri-martin-on-in-a-world-and-the-
sexy-baby-vocal-virus/)

8th August 2013

13 Film Review: Planes

(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/08/film

review-planes/)


http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/07/11/interview-thomas-vinterberg-on-the-hunt/art-the-20hunt-620x349/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Hijacking
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/07/11/interview-thomas-vinterberg-on-the-hunt/the-hunt-image/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cinema_of_Denmark
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/20/interview-kaitlyn-dever-keith-stanfield-and-rami-malek-on-short-term-12/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/20/film-review-short-term-12/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/18/giveaway-heart-of-the-country-dvd-and-book-package/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/18/film-review-kick-ass-2/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/16/film-review-jobs/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/14/film-review-the-patience-stone/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/14/take-five-aug-13-check-out-glenn-close-as-nova-prime/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/11/film-review-lee-daniels-the-butler/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/10/film-review-elysium/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/08/interview-lake-bell-and-demetri-martin-on-in-a-world-and-the-sexy-baby-vocal-virus/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/08/film-review-planes/

..... — _ viarcn 1u, 2uU it

More

Like Loading...
Like this:

AUTHOR DESCRIPTION

CARLOS AGUILAR

¥

We were unable to load Disqus. If you are a moderator please see our troubleshooting
guide.

8th August 2013

— 14 Film Review: Terraferma

(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/07/film
review-terraferma/)
7th August 2013

. ‘f\ 15 Interview: David Gordon Green on his
(¥~ American ‘Prince Avalanche’, Evolving as a
@9 Filmmaker, and his Future Plans.

boe
(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/06/inte
david-gordon-green-on-his-american-prince-
avalanche-evolving-as-a-filmmaker-and-his-future-

plans/)

6th August 2013

16 Film Review: In A World...

(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/06/film
review-in-a-world/)
6th August 2013

17 Film Review: RED 2

(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/03/film
review-red-2/)
3rd August 2013

18 Film Memories: Unforgettable Movie
Theater Experiences

(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/01/film
memories-unforgettable-movie-theater-experiences/)
1st August 2013

% 19 Film Review: The Wolverine

(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/07/31/film
review-the-wolverine/)
31st July 2013

s 20 Film Review: Touchy Feely

iy
ﬂ
(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/07/31/film
review-touchy-feely/)
31stJuly 2013

m 21 Film Review: Europa Report

| =%
(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/07/30/film

review-europa-report/)
30th July 2013

22 Giveaway Iceland Edition! Charles Bradley: Soul of

America Screening and Party Tickets
(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/07/30/give
iceland-edition-charles-bradley-soul-of-america-

screening-and-party-tickets/)
30th July 2013

(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/07/27 /film
review-drinking-buddies/)
27th July 2013

24 Film Review: Trance
(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/04/03/film
review-trance/)

3rd April 2013



http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.tumblr.com/share/link/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.filmophilia.com%2F2013%2F07%2F11%2Finterview-thomas-vinterberg-on-the-hunt%2F&name=Interview%3A%20Thomas%20Vinterberg%20on%20%27The%20Hunt%27
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/07/11/interview-thomas-vinterberg-on-the-hunt/#
https://docs.disqus.com/help/83/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.zemanta.com/?px
http://web.archive.org/save/_embed/https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fweb.archive.org%2Fweb%2F20130915113549%2Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.filmophilia.com%2F2013%2F07%2F11%2Finterview-thomas-vinterberg-on-the-hunt%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Interview%3A%20Thomas%20Vinterberg%20on%20%27The%20Hunt%27%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.filmophilia.com%2F2013%2F07%2F11%2Finterview-thomas-vinterberg-on-the-hunt%2F
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.filmophilia.com%2F2013%2F07%2F11%2Finterview-thomas-vinterberg-on-the-hunt%2F&title=Interview%3A%20Thomas%20Vinterberg%20on%20'The%20Hunt'
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.filmophilia.com%2F2013%2F07%2F11%2Finterview-thomas-vinterberg-on-the-hunt%2F&title=Interview%3A%20Thomas%20Vinterberg%20on%20'The%20Hunt'
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.filmophilia.com%2F2013%2F07%2F11%2Finterview-thomas-vinterberg-on-the-hunt%2F&title=Interview%3A%20Thomas%20Vinterberg%20on%20'The%20Hunt'
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.filmophilia.com%2F2013%2F07%2F11%2Finterview-thomas-vinterberg-on-the-hunt%2F&title=Interview%3A%20Thomas%20Vinterberg%20on%20'The%20Hunt'
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/07/film-review-terraferma/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/06/interview-david-gordon-green-on-his-american-prince-avalanche-evolving-as-a-filmmaker-and-his-future-plans/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/06/film-review-in-a-world/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/03/film-review-red-2/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/08/01/film-memories-unforgettable-movie-theater-experiences/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/07/31/film-review-the-wolverine/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/07/31/film-review-touchy-feely/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/07/30/film-review-europa-report/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/07/30/giveaway-iceland-edition-charles-bradley-soul-of-america-screening-and-party-tickets/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/07/27/film-review-drinking-buddies/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2013/04/03/film-review-trance/

25 Top Ten: Best Post-Apocalyptic Movies
(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2012/05/26/top:
ten-best-post-apocalyptic-movies/)

26th May 2012

26 Paranormal Activity 4 Tops - Alex Cross Flops
(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2012/10/21/par.

activity-4-tops-alex-cross-flops/)
21st October 2012

27 Film Review: Ghost Rider - Spirit of Vengeance
(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2012/03/07/film
review-ghost-rider-spirit-of-vengeance/)

7th March 2012

28 Film Review: The Hunger Games
(/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2012/03/24/film
review-the-hunger-games/)

24th March 2012

Filmophilia on Facebook
(/web/20130915113549/https://www.facebook.com/Fi

Filmophilia.com
@ Like

7,560 people like Filmophilia.com.

o W

Facebook social plugin

B Posts From Friends
“Source Code” (2011): Only 8 Minutes to Save the World
(Review)
(/web/20130915113549/http://cinekatz.com/source-code-
2011-only-8-minutes-to-save-the-world-review/)
The Cinematic Katzenjammer
Jack Nicholson Retires from Acting
(/web/20130915113549/http://cinekatz.com/jack-
nicholson-retires-from-acting/)
The Cinematic Katzenjammer
5 Things That Make Daniel Craig’s Bond Great

make-daniel-craigs-bond-great/)

The Cinematic Katzenjammer

‘The Kids Are All Right’ (2010) — If the Parents Back Off,
Yes (Review)

all-right-2010-if-the-parents-back-off-yes-review/)
The Cinematic Katzenjammer

Old Guys in the News: Bill Murray, Jared Harris, True
Blood, Kevin Pollack

the-news-bill-murray-jared-harris-true-blood-kevin-
pollack/)
The Cinematic Katzenjammer

Add our RSS feed!
r



http://web.archive.org/web/20131006110907/http://www.facebook.com/Filmophilia
http://web.archive.org/web/20131006110907/https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
http://web.archive.org/web/20131006110907/http://www.facebook.com/Filmophilia
http://web.archive.org/web/20131006110907/http://www.facebook.com/Filmophilia
http://web.archive.org/web/20131006110907/https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
http://web.archive.org/web/20131006110907/http://www.facebook.com/eddie.thomson2
http://web.archive.org/web/20131006110907/http://www.facebook.com/luis.ferreira.azevedo
http://web.archive.org/web/20131006110907/http://www.facebook.com/jongrasa
http://web.archive.org/web/20131006110907/http://www.facebook.com/sisi.ingolfsdottir
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/https://www.facebook.com/Filmophilia
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://cinekatz.com/source-code-2011-only-8-minutes-to-save-the-world-review/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://cinekatz.com/jack-nicholson-retires-from-acting/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://cinekatz.com/5-things-that-make-daniel-craigs-bond-great/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://cinekatz.com/the-kids-are-all-right-2010-if-the-parents-back-off-yes-review/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://cinekatz.com/old-guys-in-the-news-bill-murray-jared-harris-true-blood-kevin-pollack/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/feed/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2012/05/26/top-ten-best-post-apocalyptic-movies/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2012/10/21/paranormal-activity-4-tops-alex-cross-flops/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2012/03/07/film-review-ghost-rider-spirit-of-vengeance/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130915113549/http://www.filmophilia.com/2012/03/24/film-review-the-hunger-games/

Cool stuff from around
the web

Follow

Follow Filmophilia

Get every new post delivered to your Inbox
Join other followers:

Email Address

SIGN ME UP!

amazoncom

Winner of Best Movie Site Award at The
Golden Katz Awards!

COOL STUFF FROM AROUND THE WEB

Filmophilia


javascript:void(0)

